CITIZENS’ COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY 

BOX 150 • 308 WESTWOOD PLAZA 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90024 

STEVEN J. BURTON, National Chairman 



Bear Harold, 

Our address is correct as printed herein. 

I received your letters today. Usually, I'll receive nothing for 
a week and then receive two or three the same day. 

The Crane Show tape(of exceedingly poor quality) will he dubbed 
shortly. My extra recorder broke down, so I'll have to get it 
to Art. Sorry for the delay. 

Your letter gives us nothing more definate regarding the dates of 
your visit to L. A. thart the end of the week of Feb. 4- I spoke 
with Hal and he wants you in San Francisco about a week. That 
makes it the eleventh and the trial is set for the 13th. No time 
in L.A. if you are going to New Orleans. We can get in about five 
shows in two days (I'll leave for Hew Orleans around the 5th), so 
if you have no objections, we'll set shows for Friday ($th) and 
Saturday, and then you can go to New Orleans. 

One of my assisstants, whom you haven't met, A1 Swartz is handling 
the arrangements and will run this show. He is extremely competant. 
If you would like to contact him directly, his address is 0633 West 
Knoll Drive, L.A. 90069; Apt. 305. 

I'm now swamped with preparation for the trial. Mostly the trivial 
preparations for travelling when you are not accustomed to it. Also, 
with Hal's help we've compiled an extensive card file which will 
come in handy. 

Art passed on to me a rumor that he said came from you res the 
Bingo photo. The rumor says that it was wrongly publicised over 
San Francisco television. I assume that this refers to my appearance 
on the Dolan Show, when he alluded to a "document" which proves that 
a certain someone, who has denied it, was in Dallas on 11/22. I 
consulted with Hal and Turner before showing it to Dolan and made 
it clear that this was not to be publicised, but he went too far 
anyhow. His goof was not nearly as bad as the L.A. Free Press 
allusion to a "photograph" two weeks ago. I spoke to the editor 
about that but he stands on it. Therefore, I will not cooperate 




beyond sending them new3 stories. I don't know who told them about it. 



I guess that you've heard of Mort Sahl'3 diatribe against the committee. 
If you want me to, I'll send you a copy of my letter to him. 

Haggerty seemed determined to start the trial on the 13th. His 
statements regarding a possible change of venue motion imply to 
me that he has already considered it and has decided to deny it. 
Therefore, it looks like, assuming Shaw's good health, the trial 
will start then. Steve Jaffe will leave for New Orleans shortly 
to confirm this. Can you provide anything further? I don't want 
to drop my classes before I'm certain that I should. 

Re: your letter to Trent Gough. I think that Trent i3 naive and 
vane. I appreciate your letter. You should know that his group 
sta -ted as a result of an ad I put in the Village Voice. It was 
to be the New York Citizens' Committee of Inquiry, but his vanity 
caused him to change the name. We are still in contact, but on 
a cold level. Whenever he writes me, it is a patronizing lecture, 
which I resent. Sprague has had personal contact with him and says 
that he is "immature". Hay also has some reservations about him. 

You might write him and encourage him to adopt an orientation to 
us, rather than his current (in effect) repudiation of us. It is 
not so important, though, that you should ignore your other work, 
of course. 

That's about all for now. I may not see you until the trial. 




wishes , 



even J . Burton 



January 23, 1968 




